Sir William Chambers first published this design of the Pagoda in 1763 in his book
Plans, elevations, sections, and perspective views of the gardens and buildings at Kew in Surrey.
Elevation of the Great Pagoda as first intended by William Chambers, Architect by T Miller.
Engraving on paper. © RBG KEW




Above and opposite: A sample of wings that were used to explore decorative
schemes and possible finishes for the dragons in the Great Pagoda at the Royal Botanic Graden at Kew.
A copper verdigris glaze was eventually used, as it matched the contemporary descriptions of the dragons
as being coated in “an enamel like finish with an almost glass shine to it”.
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Above: The mantelpiece in Pedro da Costa Felgueiras’ home contains
an assortment of curios. Pride of place is a giant ceramic chestnut leaf,
slip cast and hand-painted by a Portuguese-based company that has been
operating for over 130 years. Opposite: Pedro collecting berries
and his small walled garden in London’s Whitechapel.
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